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Policy Statement

The St Ives School curriculum is designed to meet the overall school aim of maintaining a tradition of
academic excellence whilst offering the fullest possible range of experiences through a broad and
balanced scheme of work and to support everyone to achieve their personal best. St Ives School provides
a secure and happy environment in which children are encouraged to work and play with enthusiasm and
commitment. It aims to promote a spiritual and moral awareness in the pupils.

St Ives School provides full time supervised education for pupils of compulsory school age (ages 5-11).
Additionally, the school has a facility for pupils between 2 and 4 years old where the appropriate
education is provided following the Early Years Framework. The curriculum is designed to allow scope for
the development of pupils’ talents and interests at all stages and to provide a variety of learning
experiences that are broad, balanced and enriching. St lves aims to provide an inspiring, fun, creative,
challenging, nurturing curriculum and learning environment.

All planning effectively provides subject matter appropriate for the ages and aptitudes of the pupils
(including any pupils with an EHC whose needs are reviewed annually). Where a student has an EHC the
education provided fulfils its requirements. An Individual Provision Map (IPM) will be provided for pupils
with significant learning difficulties.

This policy applies to all members of our school community, including those in our EYFS setting.

St Ives School is fully committed to ensuring that the application of this policy is non-discriminatory in line
with the UK Equality Act (2010). Further details are available in the school’s Equal Opportunity policy
document.

St Ives School seeks to implement this policy through adherence to the procedures set out in the rest of
this document.

In line with our Provision of Information policy, this document is available to all interested parties on our
website and on request from the main school office and should be read in conjunction with the following
documents: Aims and Ethos, Teaching and Learning policy, Academic Performance statement,
Assessment, Recording and Reporting policy, Gifted and Talented Policy and Special Educational Needs
policy, PSHE, RE and RSE policy and schemes of work, and considered in light of the school’s aims and
ethos.

This document is annually reviewed by the Head (Kay Goldsworthy) or as events or legislative change
requires. The next scheduled date for review is September 2026.

Procedures

Curriculum_2025-6



The curriculum provision enables all pupils to have the opportunity to learn and make good progress

including those with special education needs or learning difficulties, those for whom English is an

additional language and the most able. It is planned specifically in order for them to gain experience in

linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, human and social, physical, aesthetic and creative

education and personal and social and health education. This is detailed in the following curriculum

overview.

Linguistic education — Linguistic education — At St Ives we deliver literacy according to the 2014
National Curriculum and from Year 5 draw on the ISEB Common Entrance 11+ curriculum. In Early
Years/ KS1, and KS2, as required, the school uses Read Write Inc as a consistent and structured
approach to phonics, spelling and reading fluency. Speaking and listening, reading and
comprehension, creative writing (fiction and non-fiction), grammar, handwriting, spelling and
drama are all taught components. Literacy is usually taught in units of work, each having a different
theme. This enables children to study a text type and become fully immersed in the genre, building
literacy skills within a context. All KS2 lessons are taught by a subject specialist and Year 2 has
subject specialist input weekly. Linguistic knowledge, skills and understanding are applied
throughout many areas of the curriculum.

Mathematical education — The Mathematics schemes of Work from Y1 is based on the 2014
National Curriculum and implemented through the White Rose scheme of learning, as well as
additional appropriate resources. Children from Year 5 onwards also draw on the requirements of
the ISEB Common Entrance 11+ Syllabus. The core areas of study are Number and Place Value,
Addition and Subtraction, Multiplication and Division, Fractions, Decimals, Percentages, Ratio and
Proportion, Algebra, Measurement, Geometry and Statistics. The focus in each core area is
drawing children's attention to the key concepts which create the foundations on which future
learning will be built. Mathematical reasoning, problem solving, fluency, flexibility, understanding
and application are developed in a variety of ways, including through the National Centre for
Excellence in Teaching of Mathematics (NCETM) Five Big Ideas and enactive, iconic and symbolic
representation and learning. Enactive resources, such as tens frames, base 10, Cuisenaire and
place value counters are used in school and the subject benefits from the use of interactive white
boards, exploration and a focus on wide-ranging discussion, especially with regard to vocabulary,
definitions and linguistic structure. Emphasis is also placed on the learning of additive and
multiplicative facts to support fluency. From Year 4, Maths is taught by a subject specialist and
Year 2 and 3 also have subject specialist input weekly. Mathematical knowledge, skills and
understanding are applied throughout many areas of the curriculum.

Scientific education - Science is taught throughout the school. Science teaching from Year 1 is
based on the National Curriculum 2014 and the last few years are informed by the ISEB Common
Entrance 11+ requirements. The aims of Science teaching at St Ives are to develop scientific
knowledge and understanding throughout the three disciplines, biology, physics and chemistry
and develop an understanding of the nature, processes and methods for science through enquiry.
Scientific enquiry at St Ives includes: observing over time; pattern seeking; identifying, classifying
and grouping; comparative and fair testing (controlled investigations); and researching using
secondary sources. Pupils seek answers to questions through collecting, analysing and presenting
data. Pupils are taught in a progression of topic units. Scientific knowledge, skills and
understanding are applied throughout other areas of the curriculum. From Year 3, Science is
taught as a specialist subject.
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e Technological (Computing)-this is based on the 2014 curriculum. This is taught from 1 to Y6 as a
discrete subject and included in the weekly EYFS programme. Skills, knowledge, understanding
and applications from it are also organised and applied throughout the curriculum. The core of
the computing curriculum is computer science, in which pupils are taught the principles of
information and computation, how digital systems work and how to put this knowledge to use
through programming. Building on this knowledge and understanding, pupils are equipped to use
information technology to create programs, systems and a range of content. Computing also
ensures that pupils become digitally literate — able to use, and express themselves and develop
their ideas through, information and communication technology — at a level suitable for the future
workplace and as active participants in a digital world. The e safety policy is shared with parents
and practiced throughout the school. Children learn about online and computer safety.

PSHE

e We provide a programme which reflects the school’s aims and ethos and gives all pupils in the
school experience in spiritual, moral, social, economic and cultural education that is implemented
in a broad and appropriate manner and encourages respect for others. PSHE is taught separately
to Religious Education and both are taught throughout the school from Nursery through to Year
6. Together they cover a broad range of topics from religion, diversity and respect, to coping with
change, bullying and relaxation. The PSHE curriculum incorporates the compulsory provision of
relationships education.

e We promote the moral, spiritual development of our pupils through the PSHE policy and RE
programme. The PSHE development at the school is not limited to formal curriculum time but
incorporated into all elements of wider school life. Team spirit is encouraged through a House
system and events. The pupil voice is important and promoted through the School Council and
House meetings.

e The table below highlights some of the aspects of PSHE in the wider curriculum. For further
information see the PSHE/ RE policy and schemes of work.

Residential trips / sleepovers-encourage independence in Y3-6

Form teacher system and form captains

Year 6 positions of responsibility including House Positions and Ivies helpers who work with the
younger children

School Council

Tours at open days (Y6)

Reading partners

Sharing in lunchroom clearing

Eco-monitors- pupil action

House Charity/ whole school charity events

Community meal Y6

Business Enterprise

Festival e.g. One World festival, Eco festival, Wellbeing etc.

Assemblies, Productions, Concerts-pupil led and involvement.

Pupil community outreach e.g. Carol singing at Redcot Home & Chestnut View
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Sex education - Year 6
Health education
Clubs and Activities
Forest school

e In addition to PSHE lessons we have a life skills element in KS2 which involves bikeability, running
a business and hosting a Year 6 luncheon. The school also aligns its curriculum with the PSB (Pre-
Senior Baccalaureate core values. (Further information in PSB section below)

Human and Social

e Humanities

History and Geography at St Ives from Y1 are based on the 2014 National Curriculum and specialist
taught from Key Stage 2.

In key stage 1 Geography, the focus is mostly on a study of place within the UK and the locality, as well
as a small area in non-European countries. Children are expected to be able to name and locate the
world’s seven continents and five oceans and the four countries and capital cities of the UK. In Key
Stage 2, the study extends to Europe, North and South America, and pupils investigate geographical
similarities and differences between different regions.

In both key stages, there is a focus on locational and place knowledge and geographical skills, such as
using maps, atlases and globes, compass directions, and aerial photographs. Trips/ fieldwork and
workshops enrich this area.

In History at KS1 pupils learn about history within living memory, and significant national events beyond
living memory. They learn about significant individuals from the past and about some significant
historical events.

In key stage 2 the children learn about:

e Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age.

e The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain.

e Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots.

e The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the
Confessor.

e A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge
beyond 1066.

e Alocal history study.

e The achievements of the earliest civilisations-Egypt.

e Ancient Greece.

e A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history-Mayan Civilisation.
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Art

Languages

French is specialist taught throughout the school from Nursery to Year 6. Initially the focus is on
speaking and listening in French but as they progress through Key Stage 2, written French is
taught. Spanish is also specialist taught, to Years 2-6. Lessons focus mainly on the oral and aural
aspects. Assemblies, pen- pals and clubs e.g. languages clubs and a residential trip to France in
Year 5/6 also give children avenues to extend and broaden their language skills and opportunities.

Physical Education

Pupils have timetabled physical activity each week, including Swimming, PE and Games. The
subject is specialist taught from Nursery. The curriculum is supported by a range of clubs, matches,
visiting workshops etc catering for pupils of all abilities. Ballet and tennis lessons are available
throughout the school. The Schemes of Work incorporate opportunities to acquire knowledge and
understanding of the basic principles of fitness and health, as well as developing the pupils’
physical control and co-ordination, their tactical skills, imaginative responses and self-evaluation
of performance.

Aesthetic and creative education

The Arts are considered to be an integral part of life at St Ives. They involve making, composing
and inventing. There are aesthetic and creative aspects of all subjects, but some make a
particularly strong contribution because they call for personal, imaginative, and often practical
responses. The visual work produced by the children is displayed in every corridor and on walls
throughout the school, while their talent in music and drama can be enjoyed regularly in concerts
and performances. We encourage all children to develop their self-expression and creativity
through the Arts.

Our children experience a wide variety of techniques across different media. They develop independence

and the ability to be observant and discerning. Visits and workshops ensure cultural diversity, whilst an

appreciation of historical and contemporary art and design is encouraged, to provide context and

understanding. The subject is specialist taught from Year 3-6.

Music

This is specialist taught from Nursery to Year 6. Our ‘all inclusive’ approach offers opportunities
for the development of skills, appreciation and participation in music. Three choirs, an orchestra,
ensembles and individual instrumental and singing lessons greatly enrich the music curriculum.
We have a large team of peripatetic teachers offering tuition in a wide range of instruments.
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Performance is key in music and children of all ages have many opportunities to perform and
showcase their skills throughout the year in class, in assemblies, and in larger events open to
parents and visitors such as Harvest and Christmas, instrumental concerts, prize giving and in
local choral competitions/ events with other schools. Sharing our music has also enabled us to
become involved with our local community through the concerts and workshops we perform.

STEM /DT

A weekly STEM / DT programme in Year 3-6 draws together thinking, learning and practical skills e.g.
scientific, numerical, communication, design and technological.

D&T

The D&T element of this at St Ives it is based on the requirements of the 2014 curriculum and
encourages children's creativity and them to think about important issues. Design and Technology
education at St Ives involves two important elements - learning about the designed and made world and
how things work and learning to design and make functional products for particular purposes and users.
In Design and Technology, children acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of materials and
components, mechanisms and control systems, structures, existing products, quality and health and
safety. They are taught the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative
process of designing and making.

Drama

Drama is incorporated into the curriculum throughout the school. Our class drama lessons seek to give a
platform for self-expression, creativity and working as part of a collaborative group. Performance is a
key aspect of drama and there are many opportunities, through assemblies, house drama, Pre-Prep and
Prep productions, as well as through the annual school production for children to take part and to be
part of a team.

Drama at St Ives is designed to give as many children as possible the opportunity to participate and
develop skills in the performing arts, whether on stage or helping behind the scenes. We believe that

involvement in drama can help children to express themselves and thus build their confidence.

Speech and Drama and Musical Theatre lessons are also offered as an extra-curricular activity and are
attended and enjoyed by many of the children.

Forest school
Forest school aims to encourage and inspire St Ives pupils through an innovative, long term,

educational approach to outdoor play and learning in a woodland environment. This is done on our site.
Curriculum links from all subject areas, including PSHE, are made within the Forest Environment. This is
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a weekly session undertaken by children in YN-3. Children in older years have chances to learn in the
forest through various other curriculum subjects.

PSB

St Ives curriculum incorporates the PSB framework. PSB (Pre—Senior Baccalaureate) has at its heart the
development of the values, skills, attitudes and behaviours instrumental in helping children to thrive in
an ever-changing world. At the heart of PSB are the core skills:

e Thinking and learning,

e Reviewing and Improving
e Communication

¢ Independence

e Collaboration

e Leadership

Activities are planned with core skills in mind, and the children have opportunities through task and self-
reflection to build an increasing awareness of these core skills in themselves and others and to develop
them throughout their time at the school.

Throughout

The curriculum provision at St lves enables children to acquire and develop skills in speaking, listening,
literacy and numeracy throughout, as well as information processing, creative thinking, reasoning,
evaluating and enquiry. It seeks to nurture intellectual curiosity, creativity and independent thinking, to
create opportunities for leadership and challenge.

The curriculum provision precludes the promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of any subject
in the school. Where political issues are brought to the attention of pupils, they are offered a balanced
presentation of opposing views.

The curriculum is planned to be appropriate to the age and aptitude of its pupils, to prepare them for
their subsequent education and adult life. Where a pupil has identified specific learning difficulties,
appropriate support and guidance is provided through the graduated approach and an Individual
Education plan (Known as an Individual Provision Map) (See SEN policy); where a pupil has an EHC,
education is provided to fulfil its requirements and needs are reviewed annually.
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The curriculum, as a whole, encourages respect for the fundamental British values of democracy, the
rule of law, individual liberty and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. The curriculum
provision includes the preparation of pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experience of
adult life in British society.

The academic curriculum and PSHE programme encourage respect for the protected characteristics listed
in the UK 2010 Equality Act to an age-appropriate extent.

There are enrichment opportunities that go beyond specific subjects being taught. Visiting speakers and
workshops enhance learning and there are off-site educational visits, including annual residential trips
for Years 3 to 6. All children receive a rich provision of classroom and extra-curricular activities that
develop a range of character attributes, such as resilience and grit which underpin success in education
and employment.

Timetable balance

At St Ilves we aim that through this broad curriculum, and our extra-curricular provision, each
child will be able to fulfil their academic potential and discover areas of interest and excellence.
Careful consideration has been given to the time allocation of subjects, in order that core subjects
can be covered in sufficient depth, thus developing vital skills, at the same time as allowing
positive provision in the timetable for other curriculum areas. A list of subject time allocations
can be seen in appendix 1.

Homework

A progressive allocation of Homework from Y3-6 provides the opportunity for the reinforcement or
practice of work covered in class. Homework tasks are differentiated where appropriate. All homework
set should be purposeful, achievable in terms of resource expectations, time, and children’s
understanding. Reading at home is set for all year groups from R-6.

Progression/Differentiation

The Reception/Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum at St Ives, covers the 7 areas of learning, prepares
children for school life and adheres to the EYFS requirements as detailed in the Statutory Framework for
the Early Years Foundation Stage 25. Children in older year groups are assessed against the standards of
progression expected in the 2014 National Curriculum. It is appreciated that some children will achieve
below or above ARE. It is school policy to differentiate to allow for this range of ability and achievement.
Pupils with SEN are provided for in accordance with the Special Educational Needs Policy, in accordance
with the Code of Practice for SEN 2014 and update 2015. Progression from EYFS to KS1 and then KS2 are
smooth and handovers by teachers at the end of the academic year and dissemination of school
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assessment findings, ensure transitions are smooth between year groups and provision appropriate to
each child’s abilities across the curriculum.

Assessment

The curriculum provision enables all pupils to have the opportunity to learn and make progress including
those with special education needs or learning difficulties, those for whom English is an additional
language and the most able. Pupils are tracked throughout their learning journey through formative and
summative assessment. See Assessment, Recording and Reporting policy for St Ives implementation of
this.

Teaching styles

Teaching is mainly subject based. Some KS1 work is topic based but still incorporates the knowledge,
understanding and skills pertinent to individual subject areas. In both topic and subject based learning,
there are common elements, for example speaking and listening. Skills developed/acquired in one subject
are applied in other areas. Work in one subject often provides stimulus for work in another and, where
such curriculum links are possible, they are encouraged in whole school planning. Teaching aims to be
varied and inspiring, meeting the needs of the full range of abilities and learning styles.

Transition to Senior school

Children work from Year 5 more formally towards preparation for senior-school entrance exams in the
core subjects. (This may include drawing on the ISEB Common Entrance Syllabus too). They are prepared
in VR/NVR in Year 6 and in exam and interview skills. Children are prepared for scholarships to senior
schools in Art, Music, Academic subjects, Drama and PE when appropriate and required.

Early Years Provision

For pupils below compulsory school age a programme of activities is provided with reference to the EYFS
framework which is appropriate to their educational needs in relation to personal, social, emotional and
physical development and communication and language skills. This includes the following seven areas of
learning and development:

e Communication and language

e Physical development

e Personal, social and emotional development
e Literacy

e Mathematics

e Understanding the World

e Expressive arts and design
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For children whose home language is not English, reasonable opportunities are provided to develop and
use their home language in play and learning, supporting their language development at home.

Each area of the curriculum is implemented through planned and purposeful play and a mix of adult lead
and child led activity.

Each child in Nursery is assigned a key person to help ensure that every child’s learning and care is tailored
to meet their individual needs. The Key Person seeks to engage / support parents and / or carers in guiding
their child’s development at home. They also help families engage with more specialist support if
appropriate.

The EYFS Department adheres to the statutory Early Years provision for SEN as set out in the school’s SEN
policy and SEN Code of Practice.

Curriculum Evaluation and Monitoring

The implementation of the curriculum and quality of learning are monitored through

e Work scrutiny

e Lesson observations/ walks.

e Assessment analysis meetings-SMT/Whole staff

e  SMT meetings

e Staff meetings/ Subject/ Department meetings

e Inset

e Meetings with SENCO/Prep Coordinator/ Pre-Prep Coordinator/EYFS Coordinator/ Nursery
Manager etc.

e Pupil feedback from feedback forms, pupil conferencing, online surveys etc.

e Training and collaborative working with professionals in UL

e The curriculum information is reviewed annually and will be reviewed again in September 26.
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APPENDIX 1-Curriculum Allocation

12

Year Group/Subject

English

Maths

Science

Geog

Hist

Main subjects allocation to
Y2 (Phonics/
English/Maths/Science/Topic
/Ind Learning)

sessions

Art Aspartof | 1hr 1.hr 1hr 1.5 hr 1.5 hr 1.5 hr 1.5 hr
General (Swapped
with
computing)
French 0.5 hr 0.5 hr 0.5 hr 1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr
Spanish 0.5hr 0.5 hr 0.5 hr 1hr 1hr
ICT In Main 1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr
subject (Swapped
allocation. | with art)
PE/Swimming 1hrSwim | 1hrPE 1.5 hr 1.5 hr 2 hr PE 2 hr PE 2 hr PE 2 hr PE
PE 1hr 1.5 hr swim swim swim 1hr 1 hr swim 1 hr swim 1 hr Swim
Ballet 1 hr PE 1 hr PE swim
0.5hr
PSHE/ RE 0.5 hr 1.5 hr/PSHE | 0.5 hr 0.5 hr 0.5 hr 0.5 hr 0.5 hr 0.5 hr
Each and RE Each Each Each Each Each Each
in built.
Music 1hr (30 1lhr 1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr 1lhr 1hr
mins all/
30 mins
N1 R+R)
Drama In Gen In Gen 0.5hr 0.5hr 0.5 hr 0.5 hr 0.5 hr 0.5 hr

STEM/DT

In gen

In Gen/Art

In
Gen/Art

In Gen/Art

1hr

1hr

1hr

1hr

Curriculum_2025-6



13

Curriculum_2025-6



